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PREFACE

Sanskrit is one of the richest and most respected classical languages
of the World. One amazing characterstic of this language is, it is a
treasure not only of great literature, in all its forms, but also of all
important sciences and arts. Besides the Vedas and Philosophical trea-
tises, we find sublime literary compositions as well as works on all
branches of knowledge in Sanskrit. It is this quality that can mainly be
attributed to its intensive and even extensive influence on all the other
Indian Languages. So far as Telugu is concerned, the impact of Sanskrit )
on it is stupendous and this is evident from the fact that in the current
Telugu language we find over sixty five percent of terms of Sanskrit
origin. Further, Andhras have been demonstrating their love and
regard for Sanskrit by their remarkable writings in that language. Right
from Apastambha, the illustrious author of Kalpasutra, eminent writers
like Bhatta Bhaskara, Mallinatha Suri, Vidyanatha, Jagannatha
Panditharaya, Narayana Teertha, Prataparudra Deva, Raghunatha
Bhoopala, Jayapasenani and others did enrich Sanskrit by their out-
standing contributions. There are considerable number of Andhra
scholars of modern times also who are maintaing this glorious tradition
of serving the Sanskrit language through their compositions.

Sri Bommakanti Sreenivasacharya, author of this book 'Gopura
Sandesah' is an Andhra scholar-poet of distinction with fairly good
number of published works to his credit. His name is quite familiar to the
Sanskrit reading public and his poems frequently appear in leading
Sanskrit journals of India. The present book is a collection of fourteen
poems. With variety of content, nobility of thought and facility of
expression, these poems make a very good reading, often taking the
readers to heights of appreciation. I congratulate Sri Sreenivasacharya
on bringing out this fine book of poems and I am certain that he will
continue his services to the Sanskrit literature through his works.

DB, C.NARAYANA REDDY
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FORE WORD

This collection of poems in Samskrit headed by - Gopura Sandesah is
vritten by Sri B.V.Sreenivasacharya - an idealist, well known as an eminent
“elugu poet. Modern Telugu literature has reserved a coveted place for his
oetry full of metrical melody, crisp cadence and sublime sentiments. He
.ombines in him the etherial ardour of Shelly and the voluptuous opulance
if Keats. His poetic vision has luminous wings by which he can soar over
wver expanding horizons. He is not an ineffectual angel of modern romanti-
ism. His roots are entrenched in hoary Samskrit culture and as a poet he is
. curious confluence of modern idealism and ancient classical enlighten-
nent.

This book of Samskrit poems is dedicated to the memory of the Late Dr.
Raghavan, the Samskrit scholar of Tamilnadu. This is the hall-mark of the
dealism of Sri B.V.Sreenivacharya and bears the imprint of his vengration
‘or values farabove the practical mundane considerations of modern life. Let
ne recall with a sense of privilege that sreenivasacharya has likewise
ledicated his collection of prestine Telugu poem Ovari to me propelled by
sure idealism. In actual private life, Srinivasacharya symbolises "simple
ivingand high thinking". He is a poetic ascetic, living in a lonely philosophi-
:al hermitage which he has created in his mind.

This Gopura Sandesah is a collection of tiny literary islands which the
withor has created in the midst of the ocean of modern materialism. In this
:luster are included Vasanta Tilakam- a poem which embodies the mystic
harms of the spring season. The meter chosen is Vasanta Tilakam. If
Mandakranta’, meter suits the mellifluous melody that is Viraha of Megha
Sandesaof Kalidasa, Vasanta Tilaka symbolises the sensuous and sensitive
symphony of the surging spirit of the spring season. This is an esoteric
sxperience which can be recognised by literary veterans in the field of
orosody and poetics. The other captions are Kalidasa Pratibha, Jayadev
Prasasti, Desa Charitani etc- all minor masterprices glorifying the summits
of the hoary heritage of India.
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Of course, Gopura Sandesah stands unique in this collection. It is an
episode in the life of the great preceptor Ramanuja, the second in the
philosophical Trinily of Hindu religion, the first being Sankara and the third
Madhwa. Ramanuja, quite early in his youth, ascends the temple tower and
proclaims the message of Truth and emancipation to the gathering masses.

His precepter has cautioned hint notito divulge the sacred message to all
and sundry. The transgression means prospective hell to Ramanaja and
heaven to the initiated. Ramanuja was prepared to go to hell if the masses of
people could obtain liberation. The soul of Ramanuja did not seek lonely
self-realisation. His soul sought salvation for all people as well.

Sri Sreenivasacharya incidentally has proved that Samskrit is a living
language and a sprouting spring of perpetual wisdom and eternal light.

Secunderabad - 500 003
10.4.1995 N.V.R. KRISHNAMACHARYA
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